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Dear IFTA colleagues,

On behalf of NTAA, | would like to express
our sincere and deepest gratitude for all of the
concerns, kind condolences, support and
encouragement that so many IFTA member
societies and individuals sent us after the
major earthquake and devastating tsunami
which struck the northern Tohoku region of
Japan in March.

While some of the most severely affected
areas, including Fukushima, are still
struggling, the situation has normalized
substantially in most of the other parts of
Japan. Although the country is in a state of
recovery, with many hurdles that remain to be
cleared, the path towards recovery is in sight,
and in an increasingly comprehensible
manner. While the economy is likely to
shrink in this first half of the year, most
economists expect a solid recovery to start in
the second half of the year.
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The following is a description from our
perspective of what happened following the
disaster:

On March 11, at 14:46 Japan time, just 14
minutes before the Japanese stock exchanges
were set to close, a magnitude 9.0 earthquake
(the “Great Tohoku Earthquake”, or “Great
East Japan Earthquake”) hit the Tohoku
region. The earthquake caused devastating
tsunami waves of up to 38.9 meters (128 feet)
that struck large areas of Japan’s northern
Pacific coast, in some cases traveling up to 10
kilometers (6 miles) inland, washing away
numerous towns and villages, and leaving
around 24,000 people dead or missing (as
currently officially confirmed).

The quake was also felt strongly in the
country’s capital Tokyo, where NTAA’s
office is located, some 373 kilometers (232
miles) from the epicenter. Immediately after
the quake, all train services in Tokyo were
suspended and in most cases did not resume
operations until the following day. To return
home, most Tokyoites had to either walk,
queue for a long time to take a taxi, or wait
patiently in a slow-moving bus. An
estimated 20,000 people were stranded,
sleeping at stations or at their workplace,
including one NTAA board member, who
slept in his office. | too walked back home,
located some 15 kilometers (about 10 miles)
away from the office, which took me around 3
and a half hours.

The structural damage in the Tokyo area was
limited.  The death toll in Tokyo and
surrounding prefectures was less than 30, a
relatively small number for this size of
mega-quake. Most train services resumed
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the day after the quake, although initially there
were many delays and cancellations. None
of the essential utility services (electricity,
gas, water supply, telephone, internet
connections, etc.) was cut. Limited
rotational blackouts were implemented in
certain areas surrounding Tokyo as emergency
measures to avoid major blackouts (as the
power generation capacity of Tokyo Electric
Power, the utility firm serving the Tokyo area, 2
and owner of the troubled nuclear plant, had
declined sharply). But these cuts were lifted
within two weeks. Since then, life in the
Tokyo area has normalized substantially, at
least in material terms.

Psychological recovery has taken a little

longer. Even after lifting the emergency

measures, the atmosphere in Tokyo remained

grim and somber for a while, as we had been

horrified and saddened by the disaster in

Tohoku.  Many obsessively viewed TV

footage showing scenes of how the tsunami

relentlessly ~ washed away  everything,

including houses, buildings, cars and innocent

people, and these images continued to linger

in our minds. Many of those now living in

Tokyo were originally from the Tohoku

region, or have family members and relatives NTAA 1
living there. One of NTAA’s executive

members is from a Tohoku town that was 4,000
almost completely destroyed by the tsunami,

with some 4,000 deaths. My brother’s

family also lives in the city of Sendai, the

capital city of Tohoku.

Regarding the Fukushima nuclear plant
accident, the Japanese government surprised
the global scientific community during April 7
by abruptly announcing a provisional level 7
rating on Fukushima, the same rating given to
the disaster at Chernobyl. However, the
reality is that Fukushima is very different
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from, and by no means comparable to, the
Chernobyl accident. Scientists dismiss such
comparisons.

The amount of radioactive substance released
was just 10% of Chernobyl. And unlike
Chernobyl’s case, which sent radioactive
fallout several kilometers high into the
atmosphere, scattering debris over a vast area
of Europe, in Fukushima emissions remained
close to the ground and the impact was largely
limited to the local Fukushima prefecture area.
Mechanical differences include: in
Chernobyl’s case, the reactor was running at
the time of the accident and continued running
out of control, whereas in Fukushima, the
reactors automatically shut down as soon as
they felt the earthquake; in Chernobyl, there
was no protection for the exposed fuel rods,
whereas in Fukushima, the fuel rods were
heavily protected, and the containers, though
partially damaged, are largely holding intact;
in Chernobyl, it was the reactor itself that
exploded, whereas in Fukushima, it was the
outer buildings, not the core reactors
themselves, that exploded, due to hydrogen
reaction.

The International Agency for Atomic Energy
(IAEA) asserts, “Fukushima is a completely
different accident. The level of emissions at
Chernobyl is materially different, and the
mechanics of the accident are very different.”
A Rosatom (Russian State Atomic Energy
Corporation) spokesman said the level 7
rating "is extremely overstated”, “If it is to be
judged by consequences for the general public
and environment, level 4 can be assigned...the
impact on the general public hardly reaches
even INES level 4.” The French nuclear
safety institute, IRSN, also announced its
astonishment, asserting that Fukushima is "not
comparable” with Chernobyl, stating that
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"Fukushima is not, and will not be Chernobyl.
The geographical scale of the contamination
in Japan definitely has nothing to do with that
of Chernobyl, which affected almost all the
countries in Europe. In Fukushima, wind
and rains helped to quickly reduce the
contaminated substance to the ground, and
confined it to a very local effect case.”

Many people may wonder, “Why did the
Japanese government make such a decision in
giving a level 7 rating to Fukushima?” The
answer is that, “it was probably a strongly
politically motivated decision.”

Although most Japanese people are highly
sympathetic with the residents of Fukushima,
in practical terms, this accident is a local
problem.  On April 25, Japan’s Nuclear
Safety Commission announced that the current
amount of radiation was just 0.0001%
(1/1,000,000th) of the level in early April, and
the amount is further decreasing. At this
level, except for the local Fukushima area
adjacent to the troubled plant, the effect is
negligible. Actually, radiation levels in the
air in most places in Japan outside the said
Fukushima area are largely within Japan’s
normal range, which is notably lower than the
worldwide average. The average radiation
dose for a human being from natural sources
is 1.4 millisievert (mSv) per year in Japan,
more than 40% less than the worldwide
average of 2.4 mSv per year. (In
comparison, according to the National
Radiological Protection Board (NRPB) - a
public authority in the UK created for
radiological protection - aircrews are exposed
to 4.6 mSv each year.) This means, except
the said Fukushima area, most places in Japan
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are safe. (To be fair to Fukushima, while the
area closest to the troubled plant is
contaminated, the whole of Fukushima
prefecture is not similarly affected. The area
of western Fukushima is largely free of
contamination.)

Actually, outside the disaster area, people and
firms - excluding those victims who lost their
homes and currently housed in evacuation
centers - have resumed their economic
activities, either having returned to their usual
pre-quake activities, or being busy repairing
damaged facilities and restoring disrupted
supply chains.

So, those of you interested in visiting Japan
are encouraged to travel without health
concerns. We welcome you!

Anyway, we are now coming to terms with the
disaster and getting over it. What has given
us - those not directly affected by the quake -
the most encouragement has been the behavior
of the victims. Despite  tremendous
hardships, they kept calm, sharing the limited
space and facilities in the evacuation centers
without complaint, and queuing for rations in
neat lines. There was no looting, and no
violence took place. Social order was never
lost. The victims helped each other. | think
it is safe to say that the Japanese are, by and
large, a patient people. But even by Japanese
standards, we saw great dignity in their
actions.

Having been encouraged by this, many
Japanese are confident that it will not be too
long before we overcome this situation. As a
matter of fact, the repair and restoration of the
damaged infrastructure and key industrial
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facilities has progressed at a remarkably
quicker pace than initially estimated. The
essential utilities were restored for most
buildings and houses in Sendai within a few
weeks.  The highways in Tohoku were
repaired by the end of March. The
Shinkansen bullet train services resumed by
the end of April, a few months quicker than
initially thought. Japanese industry is also
recovering strongly. One of the most
seriously affected industries, the automobile
manufacturers’ output fell by as much as 60%
in April, as many of the supplier parts and
components factories in  Tohoku were
damaged. However, it is now on course for a
full recovery by this summer, also much
quicker than initially thought.  Through
experiencing the disaster, it appears that many
Japanese people have re-discovered virtues
that they were not as aware of before, for
example, discipline, solidarity, mutual aid,
dedication, self-sacrifice, and patience among
them. We are hoping to overcome the
current difficulties and emerge stronger than
before.

What we also want to recognize and
remember is that behind the recovery efforts,
there has been massive, generous support and
assistance, both physical and moral, from the
international community. By March 16, five
days after the quake, the Japanese government
received offers of assistance from as many as
116 countries or economic zones, and 28
international organizations. Additionally,
numerous  Japanese  organizations  and
individuals received multiple forms of support
from many corners of the world, including
NTAA, which received strong support from
our IFTA colleague societies and individuals.
It is difficult to express how much this support
and assistance has helped and encouraged us,
and how grateful we are. If it had not been

1

Phone 03-5847-2231

Fax 03-5847-2232
Website  http://www.ntaa.or.jp
E-mail office@ntaa.or.jp
2 3
3
2 3
1
60%
100%
5 3 16
116
28
NTAA
IFTA

The Nippon Technical Analysts Association, Non-Profit Organization

3-3 Kabuto-cho, Nihonbashi, Chuo-ku, Tokyo, Japan 103-0026

Phone 03-5847-2231 Fax 03-5847-2232 E-mail office@ntaa.or.jp



y/ O 103-0026

for this, our recovery would have been much
more difficult.

At the NTAA level, of our 2,100+ members,
26 were in the Tohoku region (104 members,
including those in adjacent prefectures).
Although many were affected, some quite
considerably, fortunately none of them lost
their lives.

On another note, two of NTAA’s highly
recommended speakers, Yutaka Yoshino and
Naohiko Miyata, will be speaking at this
year’s conference in Sarajevo. They are
respectively the second and third ranked
speakers in Japan. We hope they will make a
significant contribution to the conference.

Thank you again for all the generous support
you have extended us in these challenging
times.

Akira Homma
Councilor & IFTA Liaison for NTAA

(Nippon Technical Analysts Association)
IFTA Director
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